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To Whom It May Concer,

Lo witingon behalf of Surface Interval Diving Company (SIDC0), a North Carolina nonprofit

edicated to the of historic and the preservation of the
e heritage. It has been our pleasure to work with the individuals that make up this
organization since the spring of 1995. At that time, Robert Smith, current president of SIDCo, applied for
a permit from our agency to examine the wreck of the Olive Thurlow in Cape Lookout Bight. Over the
course of the 1995 and 1996 diving seasons we had numerous opportunities to work with Rob and his;
associates not only on the Olive Thurlow site, but also in conducting remote sensing shipwreck surveys at
Cape Lookout and along Shackleford Banks

In 1997 SIDCo applied for and received a permit from our office to search for a French ship that was
bumed by the pirate Blackbeard near Ocracoke Inlet. Their efforts over the past two field seasons mark
the first archaeological investigations of Ocracoke Inlet, an area that played a key role in North Carolina’s
‘maritime history. Although SIDCo has yet to locate the French ship, they have identified numerous other
targets including the significant remains of the Civil War fortfication, Fort Ocracoke.

Qur elationship with SIDCo has bee extreely ratifing,and | often use it a0 an xampl o what can

through the efforts o and e have
e impressed by the seriousness and ot ity STOCabos approached their projects
and the level of skill they have developed in site mapping and other aspects of underwater archacological
research. They have certainly demonstrated that their primary goal in exploring shipwrecks is the pursuit
of information and the sharing of that knowledge with the public.

I wholeheartedly endorse SIDCo's efforts and look forward to working with this group in the years to
come. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding our relationship with SIDCo.

Sincerely,

U anrvire_

Richard W. Lawrence, Unit Head
Underwater Archaeology Unit
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